Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the SA Crystallographic Society, held at ECM21 (Durban) at 12:50 pm on 25 August 2003

Present : Andre Roodt (President) and 18 members 

1. Welcome

Andre Roodt (AR) welcomed everyone to ECM-21 and to the AGM.  

2.  Minutes of the previous meeting

Susan Bourne (SB) read out a summarised version of these and it was agreed that this represented a true reflection of the meeting.  The minutes of the 2002 meeting will be formally accepted, together with those of the 2003 meeting at the next AGM.

2.1  Matters arising

SACrS Constitution:  Membership of the SACrS needs to be clarified; was the intention that all delegates to the ECM be considered members, or only those who attend the AGM?  This will be discussed and decided at the next SACrS meeting.

The constitution must be amended to include a provision for the disbursement of property should the SACrS disband.  Legally, the property should go to a non-profit organisation and this must be named in the constitution.  All members are invited to make suggestions to the President.

3.  ECM:  

AR reported that the organising committee had met four times.  There had been some minor problems at the beginning of the meeting but things appeared to be normalising.  Finances for the ECM were very tight: on a R2.1 million budget projections are between a R5 000 surplus to a R40 000 deficit.  A US$20 000 grant (exchange rate still unclear) had been received from the IUCr, to be distributed between the ECM, Indaba and the neutron diffraction workshop.

4.  IUCr Africa Initiative:  

SB reported on an application, made by the IUCr to ICSU for sponsorship to allow PhD students from other African countries to study in South Africa.  This had been prepared, at very short notice, by SB and Demi Levendis (DL) and submitted via the NRF and IUCr.  The application was unsuccessful, but ICSU has indicated that another application will be welcome in the next round (2004).  SB will distribute the unsuccessful application and ICSU criteria and invite comment and suggestions from all centres.

5.  National Committee for the IUCr: 

DL reported that new members are needed for this committee.  The committee consists of the president of SACrS, all members of IUCr commissions and co-opted members.  DL will call for nominations soon.  He will also circulate the annual report on the activities of the national committee.

6.  SACrS membership list

Thanks were accorded to Paul Boucher (PB) for his tremendous effort to update this list.  It was noted that the list gets out of date very quickly and it was decided that the portfolio of managing this list should be given to the new Treasurer, who will also distribute invoices for payment of membership fees (R50 pa for full members, R30 pa for students)

7.  Representation

Jan Boeyens (JB) proposed that 

(i)  the Chair of the National Committee should automatically be one of the country representatives to the IUCr General Assembly and 

(ii)  the President of the SACrS should be the representative to the European Crystallographic Association.

The proposal was approved.

8.  Office bearers

After some discussion, the following were elected unopposed:

President: Andre Roodt (RAU, aroo@rau.ac.za)

Vice-President: Jan Dillent (Stellenbosch; jlmd@sun.ac.za)

Secretary: Susan Bourne (UCT; xraysue@science.uct.ac.za)

Treasurer: Paul Boucher (CSIR; PBoucher@csir.co.za)

Webmaster: One of Dave Billing, Dave Liles, Manuel Fernandez

9.  Next meeting and AGM

To be held in conjunction with the SACI convention in Pretoria, July 2004.  Dave Billing will coordinate a session or satellite meeting.  The SACrS AGM will be held at the same time.  Gert Kruger noted that the disadvantage of organising a meeting as one of the sessions in a Chemistry conference is the reluctance of crystallographers from other disciplines to attend.  

The meeting closed at 2pm.
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